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LEISURE AND SPORT 

 

The 18th century was a great age for clubs, of all kinds.  London was said to have 

3,000, including the Lazy Club (where members were supposed to arrive in their 

nightshirts), the Club of Ugly Faces, the Tall Club, the Surly Club and the Farters' 

Club (which I will not explain further).   The Rockingham Club was formed in 1753 

in York; and was a ‘Whig’ organisation - in other words was staunchly in favour of 

the Protestant Succession, and fiercely opposed to the Jacobite cause.  The 2nd 

Marquis hired someone to paint portraits of William of Orange and George II for the 

club rooms. The club held monthly meetings and soon had 133 members.   

 At the beginning of 1754, someone had stolen the heads of some Jacobite 

rebels which had been fixed on top of Micklegate Bar, after the defeat of the 

Rebellion of 1745.  The Scots Magazine reported that the Lord Mayor of York offered 

£10 and the Rockingham Club offered 50 guineas (50 pounds and 50 shillings), for 

information about who was responsible, while the same publication reported later 

that year that: 

 

On the 24th of May, William Arundel, a master-tailor of York, was committed 

to Ousebridge jail by the Lord Mayor, being charged upon oath by John 

Moffat lately his journeyman, and his accomplice, with taking down the two 

rebels’ heads from Micklegate Bar in January last and his Lordship sent an 

account of the whole affair to the Earl of Holderness. The rewards offered by 

the King, the city, and the Rockingham Club, amount to £112 10s. payable on 

conviction.1   

 Subsequently, the Derby Mercury for Friday 28 March 1755 reported the 

outcome: 

On Saturday last came on at the Guildhall of the City of York, before the Hon. 

Sir Edward Clive, the Trial of William Arundell, for taking down the Heads of 

the two Rebels from Micklegate Bar in that City. The Evidence against him 

was so full and clear, that his Counsel would not give the Court the Trouble 

of a Defence. He was sentenced to pay a Fine of five Pounds, to be imprisoned 

for two Years, and to find Sureties in £200 Penalty for his good Behaviour for 

two Years more. Upon his Conviction, John Moffat, his Accuser, and the 

principal Witness for the Crown, was paid fifty Guineas by Order of the 

Members of the Rockingham Club, being the Reward promised in their 

                                                           
1 The Scots Magazine, Monday 7 January 1754; and 6 May 1754. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/William_III_of_England
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Advertisement, on Discovery and Conviction of the Offender.  With Part of 

the said Reward Moffat paid off the Debt for which he was imprisoned, and 

was the same Day released from his Confinement. 

  

 The Marquis was also a member of White’s Club in London (he owned 

two or three houses there)2. The club had been founded in 1683 as ‘Mrs White’s 

Chocolate House’ but became known as ‘White’s’ in the early 18th century.  It 

moved to its present premises in St James’s Street in 1778.  After Rockingham’s 

death, it became the H.Q. of the Tory party.  In 1764 Rockingham’s sister Lady 

Harriet had embarrassed the whole family by eloping with a footman, named 

Sturgeon.  Rockingham was so shocked he considered retiring from politics.  

Meanwhile, a fellow member at White’s made him blush by suggesting over a 

fish dinner that Rockingham should help himself to some sturgeon.3 

 

 

BOWLS 

The Sheffield Daily Telegraph for Wednesday 13 December 1905 reported on a local 

bowls match: 

BOWLS 

GEORGE AND DRAGON CLUB, WENTWORTH 

The following results of all matches played, both League and friendly, during 

the season 1935, must be considered satisfactory: —Wath and District League, 

for the Kelley Cup and medals: Played 12, won 7, lost 5, points for 1,617; 

points against, 1,619. Friendly matches: Played 7, won 4, lost 3, points for 735, 

points against 721. Total points all matches: Played 19, won 11, lost 8, points 

for 2,352, points against 2,540 

 

 

CRICKET 

                                                           
2 In Grosvenor Square, Wimbledon and possibly Parson’s Green: the third is referred to in one of his 

letters in Albemarle’s Memoirs (1852). 
3 Hoffman; see also Guest’s Historic Notices of Rotherham, 674 (where there is information about the 

sister’s son and his fate).  Rockingham did provide for the couple, but sent them off to Ireland. 
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The Sheffield Independent for Thursday 10 March 1898 carried the following 

report: 

WENTWORTH CRICKET CLUB 

The annual meeting of the above was held on Tuesday evening at the 

Rockingham Arms. The Rev.P.G.A.Verini (vicar) was elected chairman.  The 

secretary read the report of the doings of the club for the past season, which 

was considered satisfactory.  Messrs. Sam. Morley, W. Oates and T. Gale came 

with remarkably good averages, viz.  S. Morley. 58 wickets, average 3.6 per 

wickets; et; W. Oates 39 wickets, average 3.9; and T. Gale, 32 wioketa, average 

5.  The following officers were elected for the ensuing year: President, Earl 

Fitzwilliam, KG.; captain, Mr. W. Oates; vice -captain, Mr. T. Gale; treasurer, 

Mr. T. Abson. Hon. Secreaty Mr. T. Hill, Wentworth, Rotherham, with a 

committee of 12. 

 

CURLING 

The Sheffield Independent for Saturday 31 December 1870 gave details of a sport which 

we nowadays associate more with Scotland than England.  Note the central role 

played by Dr Clarke, whose names appears many times in the British Newspaper 

Archive in other contexts. 

CURLING MATCHES NEAR ROTHERHAM 

During the past week some very interesting curling matches have taken place 

in the vicinity of Sheffield and Rotherham, in which the players of the latter 

place have highly distinguished themselves. On Monday the members of the 

Sheffield Club met on the private pond at Millhouses, where most excellent 

play was made, preparatory to the grand event of the following day, when 

the cup given by the ladies of Sheffield was to be competed for by the 

members of the club. For this event, which may be regarded as the event of 

the season, six rinks from Sheffield, one from Rotherham, and one from 

Chesterfield entered, and after four hours of play, during which some 

interesting and scientific curling was exhibited, the Rotherham curlers were 

declared the victors. The names of these gentlemen were: [Dr. Clarke, 

Wentworth (2nd)… ] 

 On Thursday, the curlers were again at work, in response to a kind 

invitation from Lord and Lady Fitzwilliam to spend a day on the private 

pond in Wentworth Park, and in the presence of hid Lordship and Lady 

Fitzwilliam and party, a very interesting game was played, which was 

witnessed with great interest by the party from Wentworth House. At the 
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close of the game, the players partook of luncheon, kindly offered them by Dr. 

Clark, of Wentworth. 

 

CYCLING 

It had come to be recognised that manual workers needed time off for holidays and 

leisure.  Public parks and private clubs were set up, for example cycling clubs, which 

are mentioned with such enthusiasm in Joseph Harker’s ‘A Victorian Poacher.’  The 

first cycling club in Rotherham formed in 1879, as related by Alderman Gummer, in 

his Reminscences of Rotherham, 1927. 

 

In 1879 I remember taking a prominent part in founding and acting 

as honorary secretary for the first cycle club formed in Rotherham. 

By this time the old boneshaker was a thing of the past, the spider 

bicycle now being in general use. These machines were built with a 

large front wheel, anything from 50 to 54 inches in diameter, and a 

back wheel of about 16 Inches diameter. Both wheels had solid tyres -

similar to those used on perambulators - and cone bearings. They 

were never really popular, haying a tendency to pitch the rider head 

first over the handle bar, especially if, by any chance, they 

encountered a stone or ran into a rut. It was on one of these high- 

wheeled machines I made my first long cycle ride.  

 On Whit-Saturday, 1881, the Volunteers left Rotherham for 

Skegness for their annual training, this new watering place having 

given every satisfaction on previous visits. Four members of the 

Cycling Club decided to visit Skegness, and Jack Smith, who will be 

best remembered as a roller skate expert, and Charles Crossland left 

Wellgate at 4 o'clock on the morning of the Volunteers' departure by 

train. Walter Musson and I started the journey at 8 a.m., with the 

determination of overtaking our club mates.  

 As we passed through the country villages people gazed on the 

strange sight. At one of these villages we were met by the landlord of the local 

inn (which was close to the church) and the Vicar of the parish. They had a 

message to deliver from our club mates, who were some miles ahead. After 

we had partaken of light refreshment, and were preparing to continue our 

journey, the reverend gentleman shook hands with us and wished us a safe 

journey. This little incident, trivial as it is, will serve to give the cyclists of 

today some idea of how strange the riders in the seventies must have 

appeared to these simple folk.  

 The journey via Gainsboro', Spital-in-the-Street, Market Rasen, Louth 

and Alford occupied about twelve hours, nine of which were spent in the 
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saddle. I suppose the journey on a modern machine would now be 

accomplished in less than seven hours' riding time. We failed to overtake our 

friends, but arrived before the last bugle, and in time to receive a very hearty 

greeting from the Volunteers.  

 

 

FISHING 

The Sheffield Independent for Saturday 15 September 1860 carried the following 

story: 

FISHING AT WENTWORTH 

On Friday week, a number of the lovers of the "gentle art" paid a visit to 

Wentworth ponds for the purpose of enjoying piscatorial sports. The day was 

highly favourable, the company agreeable in every respect A. Jones, Esq., caught 

the largest dish; one of the learned profession caught a nice dish; and a 

gentleman from Birmingham, Mr. Bowater, as a beginner, acquitted himself right 

well. The party quitted the ponds at 7 p.m., and adjourned to the house of Mr. 

John Harris, Crown Inn, Greasbro', who lost his right arm at the battle of Aliwal,4 

and displays five medals and other trophies. Mr. J. Ironside, in highly eulogistic 

terms, proposed the health of Earl Fitzwilliam which was responded to right 

heartily. The health of Mr. Massey, his Lordship's secretary, was next proposed 

and duly honoured. Mr. John Wreaks, of the Crown Inn, Scotland Street, 

Sheffield, proposed the health of Messrs. Smith and Airey, the gamekeepers, who 

had shown them every civility. Mine host of the Merry Heart, Mr. H. Steel, 

indulged the juveniles of Greasbro' by giving small money prizes for jumping in 

sacks, running backwards, &c. At the conclusion, the health of Wilson Overend, 

Esq., deputy lieutenant, was drunk amidst uproarious applause. The party 

returned home highly gratified with the day's proceedings. 

 

 

 

GOLF 

                                                           
4 Fought during the first Sikh War in India, when the British were led by Sir Harry Smith, a famous 

war  hero who also fought in the Peninsular War and in South  Africa. 
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The Yorkshire Post and Leeds Intelligencer for Saturday 23 July 1932 reported as follows 

GOLF AT WENTWORTH 

 

Earl Fitzwilliam’s private golf course at Wentworth Woodhouse has been 

open to the public for the past four days, and the winners of the various 

competitions are as follows: Best net score —N. Fairburn (Wentworth), 90, 24, 

66—winner of Thursday’s sweep. Best gross score —T. J. Doherty 

(Wentworth), 78. Wednesday’s sweep winner— M. R. Cooper ( 

Greasborough), 94, 24, 70. The proceeds were in aid of the Barnsley Beckett 

Hospital and the Clayton Hospital. Wakefield. 

 

 

HUNTING 

The Sheffield Daily Telegraph - for Friday 30 March 1866 reported an: 

ACCIDENT TO LORD MILTON WHILST HUNTING  

NEAR ROTHERHAM 

 

Yesterday afternoon a rather alarming accident befell Viscount Milton, M.P. 

for the West Riding, whilst hunting with Lord Fitzwilliam’s hounds in the 

neighbourhood of Rotherham. The meet, yesterday morning, was at Catcliffe, 

and this being the close of the season, there was a numerous and influential 

field.  Amongst the horsemen were Lord Fitzwilliam himself, and many of the 

most influential gentry of the neighbourhood, and they were accompanied by 

two of the ladies of his Lordship’s family. The hounds were first led to Tinsley 

Park, but did not succeed there in finding. The huntsmen then went forward 

to Canklow Wood, from whence they started a fox, which was, however, lost 

after a short run near the town.  

 After a ride through Rotherham, Herringthorpe and Dalton Dane were 

tried, but without success.  Another fox was, however, started at Jenkin 

Wood, and a very spirited run commenced. Reynard doubled several times, 

and after a short stay in the neighbourhood of Silverwood and Ravenfield, his 

pursuers followed him across to Blacking Mill, near which place the accident 

to Lord Milton occurred.  

 It appears that his lordship’s horse seemed somewhat exhausted, and 

in the attempt to clear a hedge stumbled and fell. His lordship was the first to 

reach the ground, and the horse rolled upon him. Lord Fitzwilliam closely 

followed his noble son, and his horse had a narrow escape of tumbling upon 

the fallen ones. The hounds had at this time become divided, but there were 
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soon a number of gentlemen attracted to the spot, and rendered every 

assistance to Lord Milton. Fortunately, Mr. Shaw, surgeon, of Attercliffe, was 

near, and attended to his lordship’s injuries. He was for a while quite 

disabled, and it was found that his wrist was broken. On partially recovering 

from the effects of the violent shake he had sustained, his lordship gallantly 

begged of the sportsmen to continue the run and not allow their pleasure to 

be interfered with on his account; but it is hardly necessary to say this 

injunction was disregarded. His lordship was assisted to the residence of F. J. 

S. Foljambe, Esq., M.P., at Aldwarke, where he was enabled to rest awhile, but 

it is hoped that with care he may shortly recover from the effects the accident. 

Sheffield Independent - Tuesday 11 August 1903 

 There were other activities connected with hunting.  For example, the Sheffield 

Independent for Tuesday 11 August 1903 reported as follows: 

 

FITZWILLIAM HUNT 

PUPPY JUDGING AT WENTWORTH 

 

There was event great moment yesterday at Wentworth to all interested in 

fox-hunting, when there took place the puppy judging in connection with 

Lord Fitzwilliam's Hunt Poultry and Wire Fund.  

 In the late 19th and early 20th centuries, the local papers regularly carried 

detailed accounts of the routes taken by the local fox hunts. For example, there was 

this in the Sheffield Evening Telegraph for Tuesday 17 March 1903: 

HUNTING. EARL FITZWILLIAM'S HOUNDS. 

BAD BEGINNING—FINE FINISH. 

 

"What's last is best" applies to many games of sport, as, indeed, in more 

serious walks of life. The axiom can fairly applied to this season's hunting 

with Earl Fitzwilliam's Hounds. 'Tis no uncommon thing to find them 

reserving their best efforts for late afternoon, so that a fine sporting eventide 

to a disappointing forenoon came as surprise yesterday to those who stick to 

the pack through thick and thin. Briefly the meet was at Brampton Bull's 

Head, and an average field moved off Darfield Sticks. Not for the first time 

“drawn blank" was registered, and a heavy vixen at Adwick Gorse —which 

Bartlett (in command) promptly ordered to be protected—preceded a trot to 

Swinton Gorse. Fruitless was the word here, whilst Wath Wood yielded one 

which went to ground in less than five minutes. Brampton Gorse—that sure 

find as a rule - was likewise tenantless, but from Hoober Hall a real traveller 

went away. He led hounds a merry pace to begin with, in the direction of 
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Wath Wood, but being headed he made off sharp to the right, and was hunted 

hard by Abdey Farm, Bircliffe Bank, Hoober Stand, through Rainborough 

Park, through Needle's Eye Plantation, Cortworth, Wentworth Deer Park, 

Temple Hill, Rockingham, Squirrel Castle, Courtenay's Plantation, the 

Mausoleum, back again to the Hoober district, Cortonwood, and Brampton, 

in which vicinity he ran hounds clean out of scent. From start to finish this 

very fine hunt was characterised by some grand hound work. Time of the run, 

two hours 10 minutes, and those at the finish will agree that was a splendid 

finish to what threatened at one time to be a most disappointing day.  

 We are authorised say that April 5th is the date of the point-to-point 

steeplechases in connection with this Hunt. 

 

 The last sentence tells of another sport which was spawned by fox-hunting.  

The Sheffield Evening Telegraph for Friday 17 April 1903 

POINT-TO-POINT STEEPLECHASING 

EARL FITZWILLIAM'S HUNT 

 

Point-to-point steeplechasing is in great vogue nowadays, and will continue 

be as long as it is conducted along Wentworth lines. As a sporting event, pure 

and simple, wherein every foxhunter makes the best of his horse, and the best 

of his way home, to beat his nearest neighbour for the love of the thing, the 

point-to-point takes a lot of beating. We await with complacency, in fact, an 

innovation to supplant it. Especially after yesterday's doings on Earl 

Fitzwilliam's domains. There was the true ring of genuine sport about the 

whole proceedings. Everybody was pleased to see everybody. Nobody 

wanted to rob anybody in the matter of betting, and everybody made great 

haste to congratulate somebody upon winning or upon running uncommonly 

well up. If that isn't the spirit of sport, well, there are some lessons yet to be 

learned in life.  

 This point-to-point meeting is the first in the history of Earl 

Fitzwilliam's Hounds. It will not be the last. The new Earl is a worthy 

successor of the old in the sport of fox-catching. He thoroughly ingratiated 

himself in a very brief season with old-time followers of the celebrated pack, 

and in “engineering" an event which led to such a splendidly enthusiastic 

gathering as that in the vicinity of Hood Hill Lodge yesterday. Earl 

Fitzwilliam endeared himself to all the countryside, the nobility and gentry 

associated with the Hunt did honour to occasion, and there also a great 

assemblage of the general public.  

 The fox hunting itself came to an end quite abruptly in 1930, at least as far as 

the Wentworth hunt was concerned.  The Yorkshire Post and Leeds Intelligencer for 

Monday 15 September reported: 
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WENTWORTH HUNT DISBANDMENT 

LORD FITZWILLIAM ON HIS DECISION 

MEMBERS' PRESENTATION 

 

To mark the recent end of the Wentworth Hunt pack, an interesting ceremony 

took place in the marble hall of Wentworth Woodhouse, the seat of Earl and 

Countess Fitzwilliam, yesterday. Earl Fitzwilliam, who was Master the Hunt, 

was presented with a casket of carved oak containing an illuminated script on 

vellum, and Col. J. N. Diggle, who was Huntsman, was presented with six 

sporting prints.  

 The Chairman said it seemed a great pity that his Lordship felt 

compelled to give up the hounds. When he inherited the Wentworth Hounds 

in 1902, he came in for a good pack, good servants and horses and probably 

the best hunting country in England. No doubt there had been great 

encroachment on that land, collieries, railways and thousands of cottages 

having sprung up, but there were still tracts of land left unspoilt. They felt 

sure, however, that his Lordship had given the matter great consideration 

before reaching his decision. The members would like to thank him for all he 

had done, for the welcome he always extended to those who desired to attend 

the meets, and express their sincere regret that there was not a pack of fox 

hounds at Wentworth at the present time. When they knew definitely that his 

Lordship had made up his mind, those members who were left got together 

and decided that they must in some way show their appreciation of all he had 

done. On a tray in the casket was to be found the names of all those who had 

hunted with the Wentworth pack.  

 Lord Fitzwilliam, in accepting the casket and scroll, said he could not 

fail to look back for a few years and remind them of the sport they had 

enjoyed in that open country, and he would like to extend his thanks to the 

farmers who were the mainstay qf hunting. He had hunted with many packs 

in England and Ireland, and considered there was not a better lot of farmers 

to be found than those in the district used by the Wentworth Hunt. He did not 

think that in any country there was a more sportsmanlike lot of miners, and 

would also like thank the quarrymen who had assisted in preserving foxes, 

and all those who had helped the sport various ways.  

 

REASON FOR DISBANDMENT 

 

It was a matter of great regret to himself and his family that they would not 

meet the members of the hunt in the hunting field. The reason he gave the 

hunt was that he came to the conclusion, after very careful deliberation, that 

the progress of industry had so swallowed up valuable spaces that it was no 

longer practicable to go out with the hunt. Cultivated land was now used for 

industry, and the march of civilisation was more rapid than they had 
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expected. He felt it was not fair to the foxes to preserve and kill them often 

within the confines of villages. He came to the conclusion that although the 

good will, the sportsmen, and the foxes were still there, the country was no 

longer available. He was glad to say that a good deal of the country could still 

used for packs, and hoped they would have occasional invitations from the 

house of Wentworth. The members of the hunt must always remember with 

gratitude that it was the generosity of the Grove and Badsworth Hunts which 

assisted in the formation of their own hounds.  

 In conclusion he thanked them for the courtesy they had shown the 

house of Wentworth, and for the assistance they had given in the settling of 

knotty questions and problems dealing with what he considered was one the 

most characteristic English sports. He thanked them not only for the casket 

and address, which would remain a cherished memory of the past, but also 

for the undivided support they had given him in the hunting field during the 

past years.  

 

 This disbandment (and the possibility of hunting continuing in some form) 

was referred to by the Yorkshire Post and Leeds and Intelligencer for Tuesday 24 July 

1934, at the time of the Earl’s birthday: 

 

Few families have been more prominent in the hunting world than that of 

Earl Fitzwilliam, who celebrates his 62nd birthday to-morrow. At present, he 

is Joint Master with his cousin Mr. Wentworth-Fitzwilliam, of the family pack 

in the Midlands. But for many years he was Master of the Wentworth Hunt, 

which he followed from his Yorkshire home at Wentworth Woodhouse, near 

Rotherham. The pack was disbanded in 1929 after a connection of over a 

hundred years with his family. This summer, however, the Derwent Hunt has 

been taken over his son, the 23-yearold Viscount Milton. But Earl Fitzwilliam 

has had many other Interests besides that hunting.  

 When EARL FITZWILLIAM little more than 21 he became the 

youngest Member the House of Commons, being returned as Viscount Milton 

for Wakefield. He fought In the South African War—at one time he drove 

troop trains there—and was awarded the D.S.O. his return to England. He 

remains one the greatest of Yorkshire landowners. He has estates in South 

Yorkshire; Malton, where Viscount Milton now lives; and in County Wicklow, 

Ireland. Wentworth Woodhouse is supposed be the largest private house in 

the country. 

 Beagling also continued in South Yorkshire, as the Sheffield Daily 

Telegraph reported on Friday 24 February 1939: 

ECCLESFIELD BEAGLES 

OFTEN CHANGE HARES 
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Only a small field turned up at the Rockingham Arms, Wentworth, to meet 

the Ecclesfield Beagles yesterday. A moderate day's sport ensued, owing to 

scent being very patchy.  

 Hounds found straight away behind the village and streamed into Low 

Wood, they pushed through into Simon Wood, and came round right-handed 

into Rainbow Wood. Several fresh hares caused the pack to divide. When they 

were reunited, Low Wood was drawn, and brace of hares were soon on foot. 

Hounds divided again; some pointed for Elsecar, whilst the remainder ran on 

to Linthwaite Farm. News came of a well-run hare seen on Snowdrop Farm, 

and hounds were laid on her line, but scent was very poor now, and they ran 

slowly through Needle Eye Wood into Low Wood. Hounds again changed 

hares and went to Simon Wood, whilst the hunted hare ran on to Linthwaite 

Farm.  
 

‘PEDESTRIANISM’ 

Alderman Gummer’s Reminiscences of Rotherham contains this extraordinary account: 

MAN v. HORSE 

 

A sporting event of great interest took place in the early 80's, when 

Geo. Littlewood, a well-known pedestrian, ran a race of 18 miles 

against a horse owned by a well known Sheffield man. The course 

chosen was from Doncaster to Sheffield. As the contestants 

approached Rotherham the roads were crowded with vehicles 

resembling the evening of the return from the St. Leger. Crowds 

cheered Littlewood as he passed through the town. Although he 

made a game struggle, he was beaten, and gave up a short distance 

from the finishing post.  

 

 

 

RACING 

We may sometimes wonder whether the 2nd Marquis of Rockingham was really a 

committed politician.  He certainly had many other interests.  He was a collector of 

art, commissioning several works in Italy in the late 1740s, but his main leisure 

interests were horseracing and gambling.  The stable block (which we will visit later) 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Horseracing
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gambling
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was built for 84 horses; and he had a stud.  Horace Walpole (builder of Strawberry 

Hill and diarist) wrote ‘this lord loves only horses.’ Rockingham’s wife wrote of her 

hopes that he would restrict himself to gambling "just upon the turf, for there is 

always a possibility of some sort of pleasure in that; but not the smallest in other 

sorts".   In 1762 Rockingham commissioned Stubbs to produce a series of portraits of 

his horses, one of which was Whistlejacket; and the artist spent some months 

at Wentworth Woodhouse.5   

 Rockingham started a practice of holding open house at Wentworth following 

the race weeks at York in August and Doncaster in September, which was continued 

by his successor after his death.  The Stable Block dates from 1766 and was built by 

John Carr of York for the 2nd Marquis of Rockingham, whereas the West Front and 

the East Front were both substantially completed by his father the 1st Marquis.  It 

was built for 84 horses, and is often mistaken for the mansion house itself!   

 1776 is famous as the year of the Declaration of Independence; but it was also 

the year the St Leger was first run, in Doncaster.  Five ran and the winner was an 

unnamed filly owned by Rockingham, whom he later named Allabaculia.  The St 

Leger became one of the five Classic races in England, eventually rivalling the Derby 

in terms of popularity; and St Leger week became a particular focus of attention in 

the West Riding for the next two centuries, especially for the Fitzwilliam family.  

Graham Mee relates a story about the races of 1827, when ‘the Duke of Devonshire 

started the first day with his coach and six and twelve outsiders, and ‘old Billy’ 

Fitzwilliam (the 4th Earl) had just the same; but the next day old Billy appeared with 

two coaches and six, and sixteen outriders,’ a practice he continued for some years.6   

 

 

 

 

 

SHOOTING 

 

 The papers were often full of stories about shooting on the moors above 

Sheffield, especially of course around the ‘glorious twelfth’. Thus, the Sheffield Daily 

Telegraph - Wednesday 13 August 1873: 

                                                           
5
 Whistlejacket was named after a contemporary cold remedy containing gin and treacle.   

6 Mee, Aristocratic Enteprise (1975), p 3. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wentworth_Woodhouse
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Treacle
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EARL FITZWILLIAM'S MOOR 

The following gentlemen shot over this moor: The Hon. Thos. Fitzwilliam, the 

Hon. Chas. Fitzwilliam, the Hon. John Fitzwilliam, Captain Douglas, Mr. 

Markham, and the Hon. Mr. Boscawen, and bagged 62 brace; Mr.R. Massey, 

20 brace.  

SKATING 

Sporting Life for Wednesday 29 January 1862: 

SKATERS MATCH 

Thursday, the members of the Sheffield Skating Club, by permission of Earl 

Fitzwilliam, had an excellent day’s skating on the Morley Pond, Wentworth 

Park, where the ice was in excellent condition. A cricket match was arranged 

to be played in skates, sides were chosen by Mr R. Gillott and Mr. J. Tasker. 

After some very good play on both sides it ended in a draw, one innings each 

not being played out.  Mr Tasker’s side having 4 wickets to fall when the 

shades of evening rendered it necessary to prepare for an adjournment 

[Scores then set out…]7 

 

 

 

                                                           
7 Also reported in the Sheffield Independent, 25 January 1862. 


